Dear City Council and Mayor,

I am <CHOOSE ONE: incredibly concerned, upset, angry, outraged> about the proposal to close Main Library.   As a resident of Long Beach and a library patron, I am in support of a strong public library system, including a Main Library that supports the free access to information for our entire community.

<INSERT SPECIFICS ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL LIBRARY USAGE AND EXPERIENCES ESPECIALLY AT MAIN, OR WHY A STRONG LIBRARY IS IMPORTANT TO YOU>

I do not feel that the Council and City Management have been forthcoming and upfront with the exact costs, details and options to repair the current Main Library.  I am alarmed to hear that there was money set aside for repair projects last year, but the project was never completed and the money is no longer available.

I do not support the investment of opening the branches additional days if it means that our City will be without a Main Library.  If cuts must be made to our libraries, I believe other options should be explored before closing Main Library.

I am concerned by the lack of a plan for the future of Main Library.  Before the City Council votes to close Main, I want to see a well-defined, considerate plan for a new Main Library that addresses the needs of the community and provides the important services the current library is providing, including:

· Access to the largest collection of books and Media not available at our branch libraries.

· A children’s section with a story time theater, special children computers, children’s books and children’s programming.

· A Family Learning Center for homework help.

· An Information Center for People with Disabilities

· A computer Center for adults

· A place to display artwork and special collections

· Meeting space

· Access to periodicals and government documents

· A Friends of the Library bookstore

· A Reference Desk staffed with knowledgeable librarians to help the public with questions

· Programs such as the Homebound Reader’s for Seniors

· Quiet open spaces for individual study and reading

· A replacement or replica of the Miller Room

· Administration to help oversee all of the branch libraries, the system wide programs, and inter-library functions

<INSERT ANY OTHERS YOU FEEL ARE IMPORTANT>

Please do not cut these valuable programs and interrupt services to our community.  The Main library is a vital tool to educating the community and preventing crime by keeping people in a safe, quiet environment where they can access information for free.

It’s important for the City of Long Beach to protect this cultural institution!

<INSERT YOUR NAME, AND YOUR DISTRICT>
